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Introduction

In 2025, the Trustees tasked Rebecca Daniel with engaging students to explore the
possibility of creating a dedicated space within the Society where they could
connect, share experiences, and build community.

Although the initial response was limited, the process created an opportunity for
further reflection and collaboration. Later that year, Joseph Nelson and Mary Kilikidi
joined Rebecca to consider how such a space might better serve the Society.

Drawing on their experience of leading similar groups in their own contexts, they
recognised that there was a broader need for a network extending beyond students
alone. After thoughtful discussion and discernment, they proposed forming a group
for Society members under the age of 35, with the aim of fostering connection,
shared experiences, and fellowship.

This vision led to the birth of Anglican-Lutheran Society Young Voices. The initiative
was promoted through The Window and on social media, and Mary, Joseph, and
Rebecca personally reached out to potential participants within their networks.

First Session

The first session took place on 26 November 2025. Around 15 participants attended
from several different countries (Germany, India, Nigeria, Norway, the UK and USA).
It was an introductory gathering where members got to know one another and
reflected on what they hoped to gain from the group and how often they wished to
meet.

The organisers received positive feedback after the session, and participants felt
encouraged to continue. It was agreed that the group would meet every other month
(six times a year). The conversation revealed interest in a wide range of topics,
including different ways of praying, Anglican and Lutheran history, liturgy, pastoral
care, Bible study, and other areas of shared learning.

Second Session

The second Young Voices gathering took place on 30 January and focused on the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity under the theme: One Body, One Spirit: Reflecting
on Unity and Praying Together.

Around 10 people attended the session from Germany, the UK, Norway, Nigeria, and
the USA. Rev. Joshua Peckett (Anglican) led the discussion on Christian unity. In his
presentation, he reflected on Ephesians 4 and the obstacles to living out the unity to
which we are called in Christ. He observed that unity based solely on structure, or on



merely enduring one another, risks becoming at best a fragile peace rather than the
mutual life to which the Gospel calls us. He emphasised that “speaking the truth in
love” (Eph. 4:15) is a significant, if challenging, mark of serious ecumenical
engagement.

He writes:

“If you have ever tried speaking truth in love to someone you care about, you will
know how hard it can be: hard to speak the words for fear of causing pain, hard to
receive the words as the recipient for whom, if what you say is indeed true and they
choose to accept it, the truth you speak will be the end of one reality for you both and
the beginning of something new.”

Yet we speak the truth in love and place our trust in the Spirit to guide us into a new
way of living as siblings in Christ.

Participants engaged in reflection and thoughtful discussion.
Demographics

To date, the group includes 21 members (including Mary, Joseph, and Rebecca)
from the UK, Nigeria, Germany, the USA, Tanzania, India, Sweden, and Norway.

e Seven members are Anglican
e Twelve are Lutheran
e Two are involved in both denominations

Three members are women, seventeen are men, and one person identifies as non-
binary. The majority are ordained, though lay members are also part of the group.

Members have also been invited to join the Anglican-Lutheran Society more broadly.
Programme for This Year

« January — Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Reflecting on unity and praying
together

e March — Trauma-Informed Church and Holy Saturday
e May — Lutheran and Anglican Liturgy: Overview

e July — Bible Study

o September — Neurodiversity and Pastoral Care

» November — Advent Practices Around the World
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