
We will be connecting with churches old and new and their people,
explore their projects and initiatives, think about areas of concern and
share in lively discussion. It is, most of all, an opportunity to make and
meet friends across borders and denominations, a time to share and to

worship together, and to make lasting memories.

Anglican-Lutheran Society Conference 2026
Friday 11 September – Tuesday 15 September

in Hamburg, Germany
“Go from Your Country…” (Genesis 12.1-4)

A Changing Church in an Age of

Welcome to the “Gateway to the World” – a
description given to Hamburg in the early 19
century on account of its major port directly
connecting, even then, with almost 1,000
ports and more than 150 countries. Hamburg
is the second largest city in Germany, and has
been the biggest Emigration Hub from
Continental Europe since then. The city has
also been a natural Centre for Immigration
from as far back as the Middle Ages due to its
coastal location along the major trading
routes. Merchant Adventurers from England
settled here in the early 16  century, and the
Anglican Church was established in 1612 - one
of the first non-Lutheran churches in the city.
In the 21  century Hamburg has become a
place where immigrants are now the majority
population.
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How do our traditions react to this new
reality? How do they navigate the Story of

the Bible as a Story of Migration in a changed
landscape and a rapidly changing world?



We will be accommodated in St. Ansgar-Haus
(named after the first Archbishop of Hamburg
and Patron Saint of Scandinavia), a Roman
Catholic Conference Centre in the heart of the
old City, right next door to the RC Cathedral and
only 30 minutes from the Airport by public
transport.

Conference Venue and Accommodation

The facilities are modern, and there is a small integrated chapel.

In the afternoon we shall be free
to explore the sights. To stay with
our conference theme, we
recommend visiting the Emigrant
Museum in Ballin Stadt in the
original emigration processing
station. The Spice, the Warehouse
and the Coffee Museums in the
old  waterside Warehouse District
are a feast for the senses. In the
Chocoversum you can make  your
own chocolate bar. There are of
course any number of interesting  
places to visit: e.g. the Maritime
Museum and Historic Ships, Art
Galleries, Composers’  Quarter,
Miniature World, or you could go
on a traditional harbour boat
cruise and shopping spree...

On Sunday we will be
worshipping at the world
famous historic landmark
Sankt Michaelis Kirche,
and complete that
experience with a visit to
the crypt and tower
(there has been a lift
since 1909!). The tower
was the last thing
emigrants saw when they
left for new shores. 



We will learn about the emergence and leading of new Immigrant Churches. We have
secured a speaker from the Syrian Orthodox Church in Germany, and expect to
connect with an African worshipping community that is closely linked to the church
in the local Lutheran parish in which we are based. In the evening we have been
invited to visit the local bishop’s church and meet her congregation. This is also “The
Long Night of the Churches”, a new German tradition from 2003, when all over the
country Christian churches of all denominations open their doors for a programme of
cultural and religious events. Comprehensive information for this will be accessible in
due course via participating churches, and we hope to visit some of these in small
groups. Be prepared for a long night!

After registration (by 16:00) and introductions with
opening worship we will begin the conference with a
presentation on the creation of the modern German
“Nordkirche” by merging the churches of East and West
Germany after re-unification. We will follow the German
custom of having a cold supper and a cooked lunch! The
day will conclude with Lutheran evening worship.

Friday 11 September

Provisional Programme

Saturday 12 September

Sunday 13 September

On Sunday we will depart after a leisurely
breakfast for St. Michaelis to celebrate a Lutheran
Mass at this famous landmark. It is expected to be
a high liturgical setting - relatively uncommon in
the German Lutheran church, except in historically
predominantly strong protestant areas - and
accompanied by a JS Bach Cantata, sung by one
of the attached church choirs. Afterwards, we will
ascend the tower and descend into the crypt for a
guided tour, and then find our own lunch in the
city. The afternoon has been reserved for
exploring the city independently. We will  return
for supper in the Conference Centre and hear
about Spirituality in the context of the modern
German Lutheran Church in the evening.



Monday 14 September

Monday is Holy Cross Day, a feast that is unknown
in the German Lutheran tradition. Therefore, we
have invited the Anglican Archdeacon of Germany
and Europe to preach at a Service of the Word in
the morning. After lunch we will depart to a parish
that has turned four acres of wasteland into a
“Luthergarten”. A large and lively community of
locals and immigrants has been created to
support refugees, and they actively work together
towards the full integration of newly arrived
people. We will be introduced to their various eco
and community projects, and also meet a group of
Protestant Scouts linked to the parish and who, we
hope, will offer a short act of evening worship
before we return to base to prepare for our main
(semi-) formal conference dinner.

Tuesday 15 September

This is the final (half)day of the Conference, and it
gives participants the opportunity to share some
of their projects and ministries with others in small
groups. The conference will conclude with a final
Eucharist, and we will depart after lunch.

For those wishing to extend their stay

Accommodation is available at St. Ansgar-Haus
both before and after the conference. Please make
your own booking arrangements for extra nights
with St. Ansgar-Haus directly: Schmilinskystraße
78, 20099 Hamburg. st.ansgar-haus@erzbistum-
hamburg.de, www.ansgarhaus-hamburg.de, phone
++49 40 284 25-0. Please indicate this on your
conference booking form, and also whether you
wish to participate in an ALS-organised follow-up
programme at additional cost (e.g. a day visit to
Lüneburg - an almost “untouched Medieval” town
30 miles away, or the glorious heathland of the
Lüneburger Heide with its traditional peat cutters,
or to the Island of Heligoland by Cat, or to the
thirty-acre Open Air Museum Kiekeberg).

There is no shortage of regular
flights to Hamburg, with road
and rail connecting the city to
the wider European transport
network. Participants from
outside Europe will need to fly
in via another major German or
European Airport.

Getting there

Conference Fees
The full fee for the conference,  
including accommodation at St.
Ansgar-Haus, most meals and
all organised conference visits
is £690 (£660 with “Early Bird”  
discount if deposit paid by  6
January 2026). Non-residential
£450. £30 deposit refundable
until 10  April 2026.
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A limited number of bursaries
for young people and students
are available through ALS. More
information from the registrar:

ALS Bursaries

Booking

To book your place, please send your completed
booking form together with a £30 deposit to
angluthsociety.conference@outlook.com. angluthsociety.conference@outlook.com 
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