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The main aims of the Anglican–Lutheran Society are to: 

• encourage prayer for the unity of the Church, especially between Anglicans and Lutherans 

• develop opportuni#es for common worship, study, friendship and witness 

• promote wider interest in and knowledge of the Anglican and Lutheran tradi#ons, and contemporary 

developments affec#ng them 

 

The Society is a well‑supported and ac#ve interna#onal organisa#on, providing informa#on and 

networking opportuni#es to several hundred people in various countries and on all con#nents. During the 

year, the Society has again pursued its aims in several ways. 

 

The Execu#ve Commi*ee met six #mes. At each mee#ng, reports were also received from the na#onal 

coordinators. Ecumenical links remained strong; for example, we have one Methodist and one Roman 

Catholic observer on our commi*ee. 

 

The Annual Mee#ng was held on 8 March at St Mary’s German Church in London. In conjunc#on with the 

mee#ng, we held a seminar on “Together on the Road”. The speakers were Canon Paul Avis (Churches and 

Denomina#ons), the Revd Tim Norwood (English dioceses and local ecumenism), the Revd Rachel 

Sheppard (ecumenical encounters during theological forma#on), and Simon Cutmore (Diocesan 

partnerships). The General Secretary of Churches Together in England (CTE), Pentecostal Bishop Mike 

Royal, spoke about how CTE which now includes 54 Churches. At the mee#ng, Honorary Life Membership 

was granted to the Society’s founding member, the Revd Tom Bruch. Both the mee#ng and the seminar 

were well covered in the Society’s newsle*er, The Window. 

 

The tragic war in Ukraine and the crisis in the Middle East were constantly present in the Society’s 

concerns. The year 2025 was, ecumenically and interna#onally, the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene 

Creed. During the year, the 25th anniversary of the Joint Declara#on on the Doctrine of Jus#fica#on was 

also celebrated. It has now been ra#fied by the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist and 

Reformed tradi#ons. 

 

During the year, much useful discussion and prepara#on took place to clarify the Society’s vision, strategy 

and opera#onal ac#vity (vision, strategy, opera#on, delivery). It was considered important that the Society 

is truly an interna#onal organisa#on, not merely Anglo‑centric. 

 

Succession planning was undertaken for the roles of The Window editor, conference registrar, membership 

secretary, treasurer and secretary. The Society’s policies were reviewed and confirmed: Expenses Policy, 

Investment Policy, Reserves Policy and Safeguarding Policy.  The Social Media Policy is in process. 

 

The work of the Society is carried out by volunteers – there are no paid staff. We have na#onal 

coordinators in Finland, Germany, Norway, Sweden and the United States. They promote the Society in 

their countries, in some cases collect subscrip#ons and, as #me and resources permit, organise ac#vi#es 

for local members. Sweden’s churches commemorated the centenary of the 1925 Universal Chris#an 



Conference on Life and Work, held in Stockholm, as well as the 1700th anniversary of the Council of 

Nicaea. The na#onal coordinators noted that awareness of ecumenical opportuni#es and prac#ces is not 

very strong at the local level. Important contacts for the Society also include na#onal ecumenical officers 

of the Churches. 

 

Opportuni#es for Anglican–Lutheran rela#ons vary greatly from one country and region to another. Links 

between dioceses and parishes have proved fruiFul. A*en#on was given to membership recruitment. 

With the help of a membership sub‑group, new and clear bye‑law defini#ons were produced, including 

for ordained ministers, students and congrega#ons as members. Mee#ngs for younger members in the 

London area, “Anglican–Lutheran Young Voices”, began their ac#vi#es. In addi#on, commi*ee members 

sought to make contacts through their own networks. 

 

Much #me was devoted to prepara#ons for the 2026 conference, which will be held in Hamburg from 11–

15 September 2026. 

 

We have ac#vely used three important channels of communica#on: 

 

Website 

 

The website (anglican-lutheran-society.org) gives members and enquirers easy access to informa#on about 

the Society and keeps them up to date on Anglican–Lutheran issues. Themes and presenta#ons from the 

AGM and summaries of Trustees’ mee#ngs are available on the site. It is an important means of 

communica#ng with members and encouraging new ones. 

 

Newsle%er – The Window 

 

Another important channel of communica#on is the Society’s newsle*er, The Window, which was 

published four #mes. It reported extensively on ecumenically significant events around the world and on 

the ac#vi#es of ecumenical organisa#ons such as the World Council of Churches. The Faith and Order 

World Conference was held in October in Egypt. The work of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) 

was also followed: in 2025 CEC and the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences published an updated 

Charta Oecumenica. The original version had been signed in 2001. The Commi*ee considered it important 

to maintain links with the leaders of the Porvoo Communion and the Meissen conversa#ons. The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Faroe Islands joined the Porvoo Communion of Churches. 

 

The Window is sent to all members, to ecumenical offices, many theological colleges and interna#onal 

contacts. We are extremely grateful to the editor, Dick Lewis, for his skilful and innova#ve produc#on of 

each issue. The Window clearly reflects the interna#onal character of the Society. 

 

Social Media 

 

Facebook has been used ac#vely. In addi#on, we have four regional or thema#c Facebook sites. 

 

As moderators, we can say that we are blessed with commi*ee members and na#onal coordinators who 

are willing to interrupt their busy schedules to a*end mee#ngs, plan programmes, promote the Society 

and support the Society’s objec#ves in various ways. We express our thanks to all members of the 



Execu#ve Commi*ee, both elected trustees and observers, and to the na#onal coordinators. Without 

them, there would be no Anglican–Lutheran Society. 

 

A very special word of thanks is due to our Presidents. Bishops Jana Jeruma‑Grinberga and David Hamid 

who have been uns#n#ng in giving so much of their #me and their enormous talents to the work of the 

Society. They have been ac#ve, hands‑on Presidents, and the Commi*ee has enormous apprecia#on, 

respect and affec#on for them. Tradi#onally, the Society’s patrons have been the Archbishop of 

Canterbury or his/her proxy, and the President of the Lutheran World Federa#on. The new Lutheran 

patron is the LWF President, Bishop Henrik Stubkjær of the Diocese of Viborg in Denmark. 

 

Following this year’s conference in Hamburg, the next conference will be held in September 2028 at the 

London School of Theology. 
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