Anglican-Lutheran Society Finland
Annual Report 2025

Activities

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland has 3.5 million baptised members, representing 62% of
the total population. The number of officially registered Anglicans is a little over three hundred,
but in practice the Anglican presence across the country may reach as many as 4,000 people. They
represent a wide range of ethnic backgrounds. Anglican ministry in Finland is conducted in English
within three Anglican congregations.

The Finnish branch of the Anglican-Lutheran Society works closely with the Church of England
Chaplaincy in Finland, St Nicholas’ Anglican Church. The Anglican Chaplaincy is a member church
of the Finnish Ecumenical Council and is represented in the Forum for Interfaith Cooperation
(CORE Forum).

Anglican-Lutheran activities form an integral part of national and local ecumenism. Academic,
educational, and research links continued, as did participation in ecumenical events. Three events
may be highlighted:

- At the annual church concert of the Finnish Defence Forces in Helsinki Lutheran Cathedral
on Wednesday 15 January 2025, intercessions were read by representatives of five
different churches, including Dr Jaakko Rusama, who on this occasion represented the
Anglican Church.

- The Rev Maria Obafemi-Onuigbo, a member of the Anglican-Lutheran Society, was
installed and licensed on 10 August 2025 as the new Chaplain of St Nicholas’ Anglican
Church in Helsinki.

- The traditional Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols was held on the Third Sunday of Advent,
14 December 2025, at Helsinki Lutheran Cathedral. Nearly 700 people participated in this
splendid celebration on a dark December evening.

Diocesan Twinnings and Other Contacts

There are three diocesan twinnings:

e The Finnish Lutheran Diocese of Tampere with the Diocese of Manchester (Church of England)

e The Finnish Lutheran Diocese of Espoo with the Diocese of Edinburgh (Scottish Episcopal Church)
* The Finnish Lutheran Diocese of Helsinki with the Diocese of St Asaph (Church in Wales)

The cooperation includes regular visits and joint projects. During the year, several groups of clergy,
organists, and deacons from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland visited the United
Kingdom and shared experiences on common challenges such as volunteer engagement, worship,
and evangelism.

Communication

Information about Anglican-Lutheran activities and the work of the Anglican-Lutheran Society is
shared primarily through two channels:

e The Anglican-Lutheran Society Finland Facebook page, including news and reports of the
Window newsletter and website updates.

» Separate reports and email communications.



Membership

The Finnish branch does not collect annual membership fees. Supporters have been encouraged
to join the Anglican-Lutheran Society as individual members, though with limited success. Instead,
the Society’s Facebook page has served as the main point of engagement, with 404 followers
regularly viewing updates.

National Coordinator

Since 1996, the Society has had a National Coordinator responsible for promoting ecumenical links
at various church levels and for supporting the implementation of the Porvoo Common Statement.
As a Lutheran pastor with Permission to Officiate in the Church of England since 1996, he regularly
assists the Anglican Chaplaincy on a non-stipendiary basis. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Finland maintains a joint working group on Anglican relations, of which the National Coordinator is
a member.

Funding

For more than three decades, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland has provided annual
financial support to the Society and, until 2025, also to the work of the National Coordinator. This
support is gratefully acknowledged.
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