
MINUTES OF THE ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

at 11.00 on 8
TH

 MARCH, 2025, in hybrid form at St Mary’s German Church, Sandwich Street, London, UK 

 

PRESENT : in person 33 members and two speakers; via Zoom 10 members, total of 43 members.   

 

WELCOME the Rev Dr Jaakko Rusama (chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting and led the opening prayers. 

 

APOLOGIES  were received from: Sally Barnes, Clive Bell, Ron Bentley, Anne Boileau, Hayley Bourne, Paulina 

Hlawiczka-Trotman, Sue Litton, Kirsten Scott and David Tustin.    

 

APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENTS 
The Rt Rev Jana Jeruma-Grinberga (Lutheran) and the Rt Rev David Hamid (Anglican) had both agreed to stand and 

were declared appointed.  Jaakko said we had been very fortunate to have their active and helpful support during 

the past year.  
 

MINUTES OF THE AGM, DATED 9
th

 MARCH, 2024 These had been circulated in advance of the meeting and were 

agreed unanimously. 

 
CO-MODERATORS’ REPORT    

Jaakko Rusama gave the report on behalf of himself and Paul Ferguson which is filed with these minutes as 

APPENDIX A.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT and FINANCIAL STATEMENT   

Patrick Litton presented his report and the Statement of Accounts which had been approved by the Trustees and 

duly examined by Lisbeth Pedersen whom he thanked for her diligence.  They had been circulated in advance and 

were received by the meeting.  Patrick reported that expenditure had exceeded income by £11,500.  However, 

the accounts are not similar from year to year because of the biennial conference which results in different levels 

of income and expenditure in alternate years.   Jana Jeruma-Grinberga asked what action is being taken regarding 

the loss incurred through the non-appearance of one of the caterers.  Dick Lewis reported that every possible 

step has been taken to recover the debt without recourse to the courts but that these have been unproductive.  

The papers are now being drawn up to pursue a claim through the Sheriff’s Court to recover the debt.  
 

APPOINTMENT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER OF ACCOUNTS 

It was proposed and seconded that Lisbeth Pedersen be appointed to serve for 2025.   She had indicated her 

willingness to do so and this was agreed unanimously. 

 

RESIGNATION OF THE VERY REV TOM BRUCH AS A TRUSTEE 

Jaakko said that Tom had been a co-founder of the Society 41 years ago.  We are most grateful that Tom has been 

actively involved in various roles at different times from the beginning.  As a small token of gratitude Tom (and his 

wife, Linda) were granted Honorary Life Membership of the Society. 

 

ELECTION OF UP TO THREE TRUSTEES 

The following Officers and Trustees were elected on 9
th

 March to serve for a period of three years: 

Moderators: Paul Ferguson and Jaakko Rusama 

Secretary: Dick Lewis 

Treasurer: Patrick Litton 

Trustees: Christine Allsopp, Tom Bruch, Jonathan Collis, Rebecca Daniel, Helen Harding, Lagle Heinla, Richard 

Stephenson and Eliza Zikmane.  

Following the resignation of Tom Bruch this left the possibility to elect up to three Trustees (a maximum of 14 

being allowed under the Constitution). 

The following members had been nominated: 

Ms Mary Kilikidi (Anglican) 

The Rev Joseph Nelson (Lutheran) 

Mrs Kirsten Scott (Anglican) 

No other nominations had been received before the due date so all three were declared elected and welcomed as 

new Trustees.  Josh Peckett asked about the balance between the two denominations amongst the Trustees.   It 



was reported that It now stood at eight Anglican and six Lutheran.  Paul Ferguson said that the Co-Moderators try 

to ensure as equal a balance as possible but when there are three nominations for three vacancies, there is no 

election and the three nominees are declared elected.  [For information, subsequent enquiries were made of 

Kirsten Scott which reveal that she was baptised as a baby and confirmed in the Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche in 

Germany.  She says that ‘in my head I am Lutheran, in my heart, Anglican’ and is happy to be considered either 

Lutheran or Anglican.] 

 

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATORS’ REPORTS 

Written reports had been circulated in advance from Kai Funkschmidt (Germany), Jaakko Rusama (Finland), 

Fredrik Ulseth (Norway) and Tom VanPoole (USA).  These reports were received by the meeting and are filed with 

these minutes as APPENDIX B 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT 

This was received and the report is filed with the minutes as APPENDIX C.  

 

ANY OTHER NOTIFIED BUSINESS 

None had been notified to the Secretary.  

 

The meeting ended by sharing the Grace. 

  

 

 

Signed  ………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

Dated  …………………………………………………………. 


